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Kolkata & furute hope
One of the main reasons we went to Kolkata was to visit Future Hope. Future Hope was set up over eigh-

teen years ago to provide a home, education, medical aid and opportunity to some of the children of 
Kolkata who found themselves living on the streets of the city. These children suffer extreme poverty and 

have little or no ability to change their lives. More than anything they need the love and security of a home. 
Future Hope now runs six homes where more than 200 former street children live and enjoy life.

Whilst we were there, we took part in several classes and activities ranging from reading to the children in the 
library, teaching maths and science in the classrooms, something that went a bit wong for Miss Wong, and 
playing games in the courtyard. In the afternoon, everyone went over to the main park in Kolkata where we 
played rugby and football with the children. It turns out that Future Hope is in fact quite good at rugby, some-
thing that even the little ones were trying to prove as they attacked Jovan and ‘Most Sociable Tour Member’ 
Ewan in the school hall just before going to the park; even more impressive is the fact that 19 of the 22 players 
in the Indian Rugby Squad all originated from Future Hope.

The children were, for lack of a better word, adorable. They were all eager to learn in the classroom and eager 
to enrich their knowledge of life outside India, as could be seen with the number of questions they were asking 
us all. What is also remarkable is how aware the children were of the situation they were in, one child told us 
that ‘[he] used to pickpocket and steal so I would be able to eat, I now see that there are alternatives and I’m 
thankful for the opportunity I’ve been given.”

Future Hope needs roughly £200,000 every year to function and relies on the generous donations of individu-
als to ensure that these children of Kolkata have a hope for a better future. To aid the charity in their secondary 
target of setting up a sporting academy in the region, Imperial College Hockey Club donated 40 hockey sticks 
and a goalkeepers kit, in the hope that they will go some way to making the dreams of Future Hope a reality.

Many of the Imperial students have left Kolkata with fond memories of Future Hope; whether it be the smiles 
and laughter of the children, the fun they have in the park, or the eagerness to learn so that they can have a 
better future. At the same time, as we said farewell and boarded the train back to Delhi, we realised there are 
so many more children for whom this dream is not yet a reality.

Susie Squire, Maddy Coke, Ewan 
Quince and Sheena Cowell pose with 
some of the children from Future Hope

Douglas Blackie helping the 
children read

Sam Stout and Douglas Blackie playing football with the kids

The young rugby players 
attempting to tackle Jovan Nedic

Alex Summers with one of the 
staff members from Future Hope

The exterior of the school

Maria Parkes reading to a child

Smiling face at Future Hope




